Saturday, March 22, 2003

Numbers 7:1 - 8:26

It is not only in the Old Testament that we find the symbolism of being cleansed from sin by washing. In the New Testament we find out what the washing commanded in Leviticus and Numbers was symbolizing.  Here are some examples of New Testament verses:
“…but you were ﻿washed, but you were﻿ sanctified, but you were ﻿justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” (I Corinthians 6:11)
﻿“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but ﻿according to His mercy, by the ﻿washing of regeneration and ﻿renewing by the Holy Spirit…”  (Titus 3:5)
“… and ﻿the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)


These verses remind us that the ceremonial cleansing that was so important in the Old Testament and in the New Testament Jewish world was a picture of the truth that the ceremony performed by man would be completed by God in the person of Jesus Christ.  Man’s actions in the many ceremonies described were not the reason for forgiveness and blessing.  Even in the Old Testament, forgiveness, blessing, and righteousness were bestowed by God. He willingly bound Himself to His promises to His people. They were saved by His grace.

What a relief to find out that retirement was instituted by God!  And wouldn’t fifty be a nice age?  However, I don’t know of any passages that indicate that we ever retire from sharing the good news of Jesus with everyone around us. It just gets easier to make it the focus of our lives as we get older.
